The Swedish Minnesota

t is not without pride that Stillwater calls itself “The
Birthplace of Minnesota.” In Stillwater the terri-

tory of Minnesota gained statehood in 1858, making

2008 an anniversary that cant go unnoticed.
From the Swedish horizon it is

were voted as the best novels of the 20™ century in Swe-
den.

When the people of Minnesota get to have their say,
Vilhelm Moberg, an author from another continent, is
among the most significant for their

a significant anniversary. Nume-
rous Swedes and Swedish descen-
dants set their stamp on Minnesota

state! That says a lot, chiefly about the
quality and power in Moberg’s books,
but also about the feeling for Swe-

—which isn't surprising, conside-
ring the large proportion of Swe-
des in the population. Swedish-
sounding names have always been
found among the state’s prominent
business people and politicians, and
the Swedish flag still flies in Chis-
ago City.

Who are those people, pla-

den that a large number of Swedish
descendants still hold. Moberg’s cha-
racters seem so alive that “Karl-Oskar
Days” are celebrated annually in Min-
nesota.

'This also shows that the Swe-
dish cultural heritage in Minnesota
to the highest degree is full of vitality
and offers possibilities for thrilling

ces and events that shaped Min-
nesota? The question was put to its e,
inhabitants, and the people’s selec-
tions have been gathered in a book. Included are both
the obvious and choices that are often forgotten or even
surprising.

Aviator Charles Lindbergh, Governor Floyd B.
Olson and Greyhound Bus founder Carl Eric Wick-
man are a few self-evident choices. But among them is

even Vilhelm Moberg, whose books on the emigrants

The book about the most important people and
events in Minnesota’s history. Vilhelm Moberg is

exchanges between our two countries.

Naturally, for everyone involved
with the Emigrant Register /Kinship
Center, this is nothing new. We have daily proof of the
value of this institution’s work and look ;

forward to expanding operations after the
move to our new facilities during 2009.

Tommy Hellstrom
tommy@hellstrom.net
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